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SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS JON DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIJUANA 

REF: STATE 57902 

1 . SENEGALESE LAW CONTROLS "STUPEFIANTS", OR DRUGS, AND THERE 

IS A LENGTHY LIST OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES. CANNABIS AND ITS RESINS 
ARE ON SAME LIST AS COCAINE, HEROIN. AND MORPHINE. LAW PROHIBITS 
PRODUCTION, POSSESSION, TRAFFICKING, AND USE OF ALL SUBSTANCES ON 
LIST EXCEPT FOR AUTHORIZED MEDICAL PURPOSES. 

2. LAW PROVIDES THAT FOR ILLEGAL USE, OR ATTEMPTED USE, OF 
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES, COURT MAY REQUEST EXPERT MEDICAL OPINION. COUR 
T 

THEN HAS OPTION OF IMPOSING JAIL SENTANCE AND/OR FINE, OR REMANDING 
GUILTY PARTY TO MEDICAL TREATMENT. 

3. ANYONE CONVICTED OF PRODUCTION, POSSESSION, TRAFFICKING, OR 
USE OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, EXCEPT AS NOTED PARA 2 ABOVE, 

IS LIABLE TO IMPRISONMENT FROM ONE TO FIVE YEARS, A FINE FO NOT LESS 
THAT $2,000 OR MORE THAT $20,000, OR ANY COMBINATION OF JAIL AND 
FINE WITHIN THOSE LIMITS. FOR PRODUCTION. IMPORTATION, OR EXPORTA- 
TION. THE MAXIMUM IMPRISONMENT INCREASES TO TEN YEARS. SENEGALESE LA 
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W 

ALSO PROVIDES FOR: 1) PUNISHMENT EVEN IF THE CRIME OCCURS OUTSIDE 
SENEGAL; 2) PUNISHMENT OF ''ANY PREPARATORY ACT” AS IF IT WERE THE 
CRIME ITSELF; AND 3) PUNISHMENT IN CASES OF CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT. 

THOSE CONVICTED CAN ALSO HAVE THEIR CIVIL RIGHTS SUSPENDED AS 
PART OF THEIR PUNISHMENT. 
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4. SEEKING OR SOLICITING CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES IS PUNISHABLE 
BY A JAIL TERM OF ONE MONTH TO ONE YEAR, AND/OR A FINE OF 

$80 TO $400. THE POLICE HAVE THE RIGHT TO ENTER ANY HOUSE OR 
BUILDING AT ANY TIME OF DAY OR NIGHT WITHOUT A SEARCH WARRANT WHERE 
THEY BELIEVE THAT CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES MAY BE IN USE BY MORE THAN 
ONE PERSON. 

5. IN PRACTICE, THESE LAWS ARE ENFORCED IN A MANNER BEST 
DESCRIBED AS "IRREGULAR AND SEVERE". ALTHOUGH SENTENCES HANDED 
DOWN ARE RARELY THE MAXIMUM. THEY ARE NORMALLY MORE SEVERE THAN IS 
GENERAL UNDER THE LENIENT JUDICIARY SYSTEM. 
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